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110-706 Signs
A. Purpose:  The purpose of the sign ordinance is to promote and protect public health, welfare, and safety.   It is intended to protect property values for all residents, create a more attractive community, enhance and protect the scenic and natural beauty of the Town of Elkton, minimize driving distractions, and maximize open space.  This is to be accomplished while providing an attractive and economic business climate.  
B. Sign regulated:   This ordinance covers all signs temporary or permanent.  Further definitions can be found in section 110-302 of this code book.

C. General Requirements:  
1. Except as provided in 110-706D below, no sign or sign structure shall be erected or moved without a sign permit:

2. All signs must comply with State and federal requirements if along federal-aid primary highways, or interstate highways.  The most restrictive requirements will apply
3. No sign or sign structure shall be located in such a manner as to materially impede the view of any road, sidewalk, road intersection, neighboring structure, or railroad crossing.

4. No sign shall be erected, relocated, or maintained in a manner that prevents free ingress to or egress from any door, window, or fire escape.
5. No sign shall be placed on a public street or sidewalk.

6. No sign shall purposefully distract the attention of passing motorists on any roads by loud and blatant noises, flashing or scrolling messages, or movable objects

7. No sign shall be painted or applied directly on a fence, tree, fire escape, accessory building or utility pole.

8. No sign shall contain the word "Stop" or "Danger" prominently displayed or be a copy or imitation of official traffic control signs.

9. No portion of any elevated sign structure shall be less than 10 feet above the level of an adjacent sidewalk or other pedestrian thoroughfare, or less than 16 feet above the level of an adjacent public driveway, alley or street.  This excludes official road markers that otherwise comply with applicable state and local codes. 

10. Non Elevated free standing signs must be an additional one foot from the property line for every foot of height in excess of 5 feet. The sign area must be a minimum of 2 feet above the grade level at the base of the sign.
11. No part of an awning including any suspended signage shall be less than 7 feet above the sidewalk

12. No sign suspended from a building shall project more than 5 feet from the building and shall not exceed the height of the building to which it is attached.
13. No sign shall exceed 20 feet in total height unless it is attached to and does not protrude vertically from a building.
14. The maximum sign area for any sign in the historic downtown area is 20 square feet. This area runs along Old Spotswood Trail from 1st Street to Harnsberger Street/Ashby Ave. To the north this area is bordered by Gibbons Ave and A Street to the South it is bordered by Elk Run creek. Otherwise, the maximum sign area for any sign is 40 square feet unless specified differently for specific purposes in another section of this chapter.

15. Signs erected adjacent to a road where the posted speed limit is greater than 50 MPH may have 25% increased sign area above the normally permitted size.

16. The support structure for the sign shall not be included in the sign area calculations as long as the support structure does not contain lettering or other details that would normally be construed as signage.
17. The light from any illuminated sign shall not cause direct glare into or upon any building or property other than the building or property to which the sign applies.
18. No sign shall advertise for a business, structure, or organization other than the primary business, structure, or organization for which the sign was originally erected. 

a. Messages for non profit off site events can be posted no more than 4 weeks prior to the event and must be removed after the event is concluded

19. Electronic message boards shall not exceed 6 feet in length or 12 square feet in sign area.  Any sign area of the electronic message board shall be included for the purposes of computing the overall sign area permitted.

20. No sign shall display scrolling text, flashing or intermittent lights, or other lights or changing degrees of intensity, brightness of color, except a sign indicating time or temperature, which changes alteration on not less that a five-second cycle. 

D. The following signs do not require a permit:

1. Official traffic signs

2. Real estate signs advertising the sale, rental, or lease of the land or building upon which the sign is located provided that:

a. In residential districts R1 – R7,  the sign area is less than 6 square feet
b. There shall be only one sign per street adjoining the property.    
c. Signs are not illuminated   
d. All signs are removed within 3 business days after the sale or rental of the advertised land or building.

3. Real estate signs advertising the sale of the land or buildings within a subdivision being advertised provided that:

a. There is only one such sign per entrance

b. Signs shall not be illuminated

c. All signs are removed within 5 business days after the time when 80% of the lots being advertised in said subdivision are sold.

4. Professional name plates attached to a building that are not illuminated and are less than 4 square feet. 

5. Informational signs of a public or quasi-public nature shall not be illuminated, shall contain no advertising unless required by law, shall be set back not less than 5 feet from the fronting roadway, and adhere to the following:  
a. Signs identifying or locating civic, educational, or cultural locations, and signs drawing attention to public parking, restrooms, parks, playgrounds and other public conveniences relating to such places shall not exceed an area of 6 square feet.

b. Official notices or signs posted or displayed by or under the direction of any public or court officer in the performance of official or directed duties, or by trustees under deeds of trust, deeds of assignment or other similar instruments shall not exceed two square feet.

6. Signs describing an active construction project shall not exceed 8 feet in height, shall not be illuminated, and must be removed within 5 business days after the completion of the project.
7. Memorial signs or tablets, including names of building and date of erection when cut into masonry, bronze, or other materials and attached to the building.
8. Customary signs in conjunction with residential usage, including mailbox lettering, names of residents, house numbers, names of farms and estates, and other similar usages that do not exceed 6 square feet.
9. Political and yard sale posters that:

a. Do not exceed 3 square feet 
b. Are posted 2 weeks or less

c. Clearly state the address or phone number of the owner of the sign

d. Are removed by the sign owner within 5 calendar days after the event that is referenced (zoning administrator will otherwise remove at the owners expense).

E. The following signs require a permit
1. Portable signs providing the following:

a. Signs are not displayed for longer than seven calendar days prior to or three business days after the event advertised.
b. No more than 4 portable sign permits may be issued during each calendar year for a particular lot or adjacent lots used for a common purpose.

2. Temporary signs providing the following:

a. Signs are not displayed for longer than 30 calendar days

b. Are removed by the sign owner within 5 calendar days after the event that is referenced (zoning administrator will otherwise remove at the owners expense).

3. Primary subdivision signs providing the following:

a. One sign per entrance

b. Is indirectly illuminated
c. Shall not exceed 32 square feet of sign area

d. Makes no reference to the sale or lease of the lots or houses located within said identified subdivision.
4. Multifamily dwelling signs providing the following:
a. Complex must contain a minimum of 6 dwelling units

b. One sign per complex 
c. Shall not exceed 20 square feet of sign area

d. Is indirectly illuminated

e. Makes no reference to the lease of units within said premises
5. Business and industrial signs providing the following:
a. Must be a minimum of 2 feet from any right of way line or lot line or 25 feet from any adjacent residential area.

b. Elevated free standing signs may be erected on lots that provide drive in service or parking for more than 10 cars. 
1. Must not exceed 8 feet in width

2. Signs greater than 25 Square feet shall not be Square in shape

c. There shall be only one freestanding sign and two attached signs per business.
1. Up to four additional symbols or emblems that represent the business may be attached to the structure as long as they are architecturally integrated with the structure.

2. Buildings that contain multiple businesses may have additional attached signage, but no more than one additional attached sign per business residing within the building. 

3. Multiple adjoining businesses, that are not located within the area designated as the Historic downtown, may combine their free standing signs into one single sign provided that:

a. The overall sign area does not exceed the combined allowable area for the individual business or a maximum of 80 square feet.
b. The sign does not materially impede the ability to clearly see the signs of adjoining business

c. There are no other free standing signs for the business displayed on the combined sign

d. Sign area may be increased up to 60 square feet to the extent that the sign area does not exceed 0.2 square foot for each foot of lot frontage for the lot on which it is situated.  The frontage on all adjacent streets to the lot may be considered in this calculation.
6. Church or house of worship signs, signs indicating the name of an institution or civic organization/association such as: clubs, fraternities, lodges, troops, etc., or signs for public buildings that is on the premises of public or semipublic facilities as follows:

a. Is indirectly illuminated if in a residential area

7. Signs for structures allowed by special exception permit and not otherwise specified above providing the following:

a. Shall not exceed 32 Square feet of sign area

b. Shall only indicate the activity engaged in, the name and or owner of the establishment, and the hours of activity. 

c. Shall be indirectly illuminated. 

d. Shall be located on the premises of the special exception

1. Council may agree to additional unlighted signs that are less than 4 square feet of sign area,  are located within one mile of the establishment, and are specifically designed to provide directions to said establishment
F. Maintenance and removal of signs:

1. All signs must be maintained in good working order by the owner.  Damaged signs must be repaired within 60 calendar days of the event that resulted in the damage. 

2. Signs which are abandoned shall be removed within 60 calendar days of abandonment.

3. Signs and structures which do not conform to the regulations and restrictions as set forth in this article may be continued only so long as the existing use of the sign is not discontinued for more than two years,  the sign is continuously maintained as stated above,  and is not altered structurally in any way.  

a. If the sign or structure is damaged by any means to the extent of more than 50% of its assessed value at the time of the damage it must be brought into conformity with this current code. 

G. Special exception permits for signs:

1.  Upon proper application, and after following the process described in Section 110-802(C) herein, the Council may grant a special exception permit authorizing a sign which would otherwise be prohibited by this Chapter.  The permit may contain such conditions as the Council deems proper.  Nevertheless, the Council restates it's holding that the substantive provisions of this Chapter are generally in the Town’s best interests, and the Council anticipates that special use permits as authorized by this section will be appropriate only in unusual circumstances.

2.  In evaluating the proposed special exception, the Council shall address the concerns outlined in 110-802(C) paragraph 5 herein: 
3.  Additionally, the Council shall address the following concerns that are specific to signs:

a. Is the sign consistent with the architectural nature and character of the surrounding neighborhood
b. The significance of the sign for the public good vs. the good of the neighboring land owners.
c. Whether the denial of the special exception would create undue hardship

d. Whether the property or aspect of the sign requiring the special exception is special, extraordinary or unusual. 

H. For remedies to violations of any regulations in this section refer to Article XI in chapter 110.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this ______ day of ____________, 2011. 
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Roy Eugene Davis







Mayor, Town of Elkton

Atteste:

_________________________________ 

Denise R. Monger

Clerk of the Council
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