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Cat’s Cradle Receives $53,750 Grant from PetSmart Charities® to Neuter 1,200 Cats in Elkton

HARRISONBURG, Virginia, August 18, 2010 - In mid-July, Cat’s Cradle of the Shenandoah Valley received a grant from PetSmart Charities® totaling $53,750 over two years to subsidize approximately 1,200 spay/neuter surgeries on free-roaming cats in the Elkton zip code 22827. Over the past 5 years, Cat’s Cradle has assisted the public in Rockingham County and Harrisonburg communities with over 7,000 spay/neuter surgeries performed by the Shenandoah Valley Spay Neuter Clinic (SVSNC).  These efforts have contributed to the decline of intake of owner surrendered cats and kittens at the Harrisonburg-Rockingham SPCA from 2,075 in 2005 to 1,245 in 2009. Further reduction is needed. Therefore in order to better focus the spay/neuter efforts of Cat’s Cradle and the SVSNC, the SPCA staff identified areas of high take, with Elkton ranking the highest.  In 2009, the SPCA received over 200 cats from the Elkton zip code. 

People living in the Elkton zip code 22827 that need assistance with spay/neuter surgeries of free-roaming cats should contact Cat’s Cradle at 540-433-1135 or e-mail spayneuterassistance@catscradleva.org.  Volunteers that would like to assist with distributing information concerning this project or assist in other ways should also contact Cat’s Cradle at 540-433-1135 or e-mail spayneuterassistance@catscradleva.org.  

The next two areas of high intake identified for Rockingham County were Broadway and Grottoes.  Cat’s Cradle is seeking funds to assist those in those areas as well.

“Cat’s Cradle’s spay/neuter program is a great example of taking the initiative to improve the local community.” said Susana Della Maddalena, executive director of PetSmart Charities, Inc. “Targeted programs like these are the key to successful, low-cost spay/neuter in local communities. Cumulatively, they are making a huge impact on pet overpopulation nationwide.” 

Suzanne Auckerman, President of the board of Cat’s Cradle stated, “The cat overpopulation problem is huge.  The support of PetSmart Charities for efforts like this all across the state of Virginia is resulting in significant progress in reducing the number of unwanted cats.”

ABOUT CAT’S CRADLE

Cat’s Cradle was founded in 1998 to reduce the local cat population by emphasizing spay and neuter of owned cats and TNR (trap neuter release) of feral cats. Cat’s Cradle has one adoption center located in Harrisonburg, VA that opened in July 2009 to increase adoptions. For more information on Cat’s Cradle and its programs, call 540-433-1135 or visit www.catscradleva.org. 

ABOUT PETSMART CHARITIES

Established in 1994, PetSmart Charities, Inc. is an independent, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that creates and supports programs that save the lives of homeless pets, raise awareness of companion animal-welfare issues, and promote healthy relationships between people and pets. The largest funder of animal welfare efforts in North American, PetSmart Charities has provided $110 million in grants and programs benefiting animal-welfare organizations and, through its in-store adoption program, helped save the lives of more than 4 million pets. To learn more about how PetSmart Charities is working towards its vision of a lifelong, loving home for every pet, visit petsmartcharities.org or call 1-800-423-PETS.

